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sive in the Sinai peninsula, the Israelis came across a large amount
of war material. To their amazement, they found huge stocks of
about two million pairs of boots and blankets as well as many
millions of gallons of petrol and lubricants "vastly exceeding the
most extravagant requirement of Egyptian forces**. This gave rise
to a presumption that the stores might have been set up by the
Russians—in collusion with Egypt—for the "volunteers'* from
the Soviet bloc countries, in case hostilities had lasted longer.78
The United States, on her part, was unwilling to let the Soviet
Union reap all the benefits of acting on behalf of the Arab peoples
in a case in which the "aggression" was clear. She was apprehen-
sive that the Russians might take advantage of the situation to
inveigle their way into negotiating a settlement and thereby "in-
terject Soviet power in an area which for centuries Western Europe
had fought to keep free of Russian influence".76 To forestall this
eventuality, the United States brought pressure to bear on London,
Paris and Tel Aviv by passing a resolution through the General
Assembly, in which it voted together with the Soviet Union, call-
ing for an immediate cease-fire and withdrawal of forces from
Egypt By another resolution they approved the sending of a U.N.
Emergency Force to police the boundary between Egypt and
Israel. The British Prime Minister Anthony Eden was taken aback
at this action and felt that the United States at that time "seemed
to be dominated by one thought only, to harry its allies";77 but
Vice-President Richard M. Nixon treated United States* break
with her traditional allies as an accomplishment rather than a
setback. He stated in part:
For the first time in history [as a result of the Suez crisis] we
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